
Brethren of Toronto East District, 
 
Well, I guess better late than never but it seems as if spring has finally sprung.  Not a moment 
too soon for me I tell you. 
 
I first off want to thank all of you who took time out of your days to send congratulatory 
messages to Marina and me on our wedding day. We must have done something right, because 
the weather on the day was absolutely wonderful. 
 
As we start the final month of our Masonic Year, I can’t help but reflect back on the past 9 
months.  From my observations, and the books W. Bro. Parish has looked at, I can safely say 
that as a whole, Toronto East District is in fine shape.  Many lodges are again growing, slowly 
granted, but at least in the right direction.  We have one Lodge whose members have made a 
commitment to begin a revitalization plan for their Lodge, and they have my full support and 
pledge of assistance.  
 
On several occasions this year, I have heard something that concerns me.  Many members refer 
to the days when work in Lodge was letter perfect, and nothing less was acceptable.  Brethren, 
this kind of mentality bothers me.  While I understand the rational and meaning behind it, we 
all must be careful in the messages we send to younger / newer Masons.  Our Ritual work is 
very important to us all.  It is what separates us from other fraternal organizations, and I take 
great pride in the work that I do.  Nowhere in any document that I have read does it demand 
that work be done perfect.  Masonry prides itself on taking good men and making them better.  
Not perfect. 
 
That one little word can cause so much stress and discomfort to the new member that they 
might choose to not come back.  I get so much enjoyment out of watching a brother do new 
work, struggling as they may to make it through, but completing it.  When I get the feeling that 
it has taken every ounce of being for them to complete the work, even with the errors, I cannot 
help but feel an immense amount of pride in that man.  So brethren I ask you to lose that 
expression.  Focus on the growth of the brother and his improvement.  Let him know how well 
he did.  Don’t focus on the fact that he missed a line or tripped up on some words.  No one 
knows better than the brother who made the mistake.  I’m not asking you to settle for 
mediocrity, but I am asking you to focus more energy into promoting and encouraging your 
brethren. 
 
We are not yet done our labours.  We still have one Official Visit left along with many 
opportunities for fraternal visits.  I hope you will ALL join me at Imperial East Gate Lodge to 
witness the strides they have made this year in rebounding. 
 
Of course we also have several formal events to take our wives / partners to.  There is the 
annual PhilCan Cabletow association banquet on June 6 and Coronati Lodge’s Centennial year 
Gala on June 21.  We also have Toronto East District’s 3rd Annual Black and White Gala on June 
7.  I’m obviously slightly biased, but the Black and White Gala is a fantastic event, filled with all 
the formality that we enjoy.  I hope you will be able to join me at all three of these events. 
 
 



 
Brethren, my year as your DDGM is winding down, and I want to let you know without a 
shadow of a doubt, that it has been my ultimate honour to serve you all.  The warmth, kindness 
and welcoming you have given me in my travels this year, solidified in my mind that this is a 
wonderful District in a wonderful organization. 
 
On behalf of W. Bro. Malcolm Parish, his lady Judy, and of course my wife Marina, thank you 
for a wonderfully rich year so far. 
 
May the GAOTU guide and protect you and your family. 
 


